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o7 31 DECHMBER 1968
= COUHTRYs JORDAW S
DOI s 30 DLCEMBER 1968
SUBJECTs BACKGROUND ON RECENT CABINET AND OTHER CHANGES
1N THE GOVERWNEWT OF JORDAY.
ACD  : JORDAN, MW,
(30 DECENBER 1968) FIELD NO. NJA=7149
* SOURCE s A SENIOR JORDANIAN OFFICIAL WHOSE RSPORTING OVER
SEVERAL YEARS MAS BEEN FELIALLE. HE OETAINED THE
INFORNATION FROM KING HUSAYN, PRINE MIRISTER TALHUNI

ARD VARIOUS C4¢SINET MINISTERS.

. (Sﬂ,“ﬂ!h THE WKECENT CASINET AL CTHER GOVERNMENTAL CHANGES
2.+ 'IN JORDAN HaD WO R;.AL PULITICAL CR POLICY SIGNIF JCANCE.
"IHEY REFLECTEL OWLY THL DESIRE GF KING HUSAYN TO REPLACE
CERTAIN OFFICIALS WHOM WL COMSILERLL T00 WEAX OR UNQUALIFIED H
* 70 CARRY THE BURDEN OF THEIR OFFICE AND PRINE MINISTER
BANJAT TALHUNI'S LFFORT 10 BALAKCE THE KING'S DESIRES WITH ¢
A POV OF HIS OVN, THERE ARE FEWER POLITICIANS AND MORE '
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LINE WITH THE KING'S CONCEPT OF THE (OKRECT COKPOSITION OF

THE CABINET. THE NEY COMBINATION SAY BT SLIGNTLY MORE -
INCLINED T0 ACCEPT A TOUGKER LINE AGAINST THE FEDAYLIN
IF THE 1SSUE BETWEEM THE GOVLRNMENY AND THE FEDAYIIN

1S JOINED IN THE FUTURE. OTNERWISE. iT WAS ZSSENTIALLY
A FACE-CHANGING OPERATION. E4D SUMI3IY. )

e (FIELD COMMENTs CW 26 DECLMEEX 1,68, JORDAW
ANROUNCED A na(.:'cog f;ul\m;.“so 7953 PRINE RINISIFR EAHJAT
TALHUNI®S CeBINET. NJA-T15. PEOORTED
KINS HUSAYN'S  EASONS, DESIR:C £ND LFFORTS TO FESHUFFLE
THE JORDANIAR CAEINET AKD THE TLNPGFFY STALRMATF CREATED
IN THESE EFFORTS CY TALMUi1'S RESI:1ANC: TO CzRIAIN OF
frut: KING'S PROPGILD CHAMGELL.

2. THE KING'S DETLREINAYICR 1C CARPY THkC CH WITH A

' :CABIUET RESHUFFLFE. ANL CTHLER GOVL.GLNT CHANZES SLFORE HE

_DEPARTED FOR L.LLICE' TREATMENT .4 LOHJGK CN & JAMMRY 1969

S
" BROUGHT THE CABINET 15SUE 10 3 HEAD NURING THE WEEK OF

; 22 CECEMBER. THF PESULT WAS

DESJRES OF THE XING AND TALMULI. THE KING WAS COKCERNED
| BY THE PRO-FEDAYLIN SENTIMENTS CF MINISTER OF FINANCE
\ MO POREIGN DISSEM .

‘ A COMPROMISE CETWEEN THE
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_BJHASHIN "9ATUS] D MIKISTER OF CONKLNICATIONS °AKIF u.-uqu.
~ AMD PARTICULARLY AMNOYEL BY THEIR EXTREME VACILLATION DURING
THE GOVERNMENT®S CONFRONTATION WITH THE FEDAYLIN'IN EARLY
WOVENBER, WHICH HE TERMED "WEAK IF NOT TRAITOROUS®. HE VAS
" ALSO DISGUSTED WITH THE POOR PROPAGANDA AND PUBLIC RELATIONS

JoB BEING DONE BY THE WINISTRY QF INFORMATION. HUSAYN
BLANMED THE MIMISTER, SALAN amé_v_u. A runncX ROYAL
>~ FAVORITE, FOR FAILING TO TELL "THt JORDAN STCRY" IN THE
"“"FACE OF SUPERIOR, SUBTLE ANC ADVERSE PROPAGANDA *Rw T
FEDAYIIN AND OTHER ARAB STAIES, AND HAD BECOME CONV]INCED
;- THAT ABU ZAYD SHOWD GC. FINALLY,  THE KING WANTED T0 GEY
RID OF WIMISTER OF RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS AND HOLY PLACES :

i
! (SHAYKQ ABD-AL-HANID “L-SIIH.IH. WHO HAL BEEN PRCMULGATING
i by

———— . - ———

v :'IIDEPEIDEII AUD JRRESPONSIELEL VIEWS GN THE PALESTINE ISSUE. ‘
|” TALHUNI DID NOT OPPOSE THE REMOVAL OF ABU ZAYD OR AL-SAYIN, A
EUT HE WAS AUAMANT ON THE CASES OF JAYUSI AND AL-FAYIZ ,
> SINCE BOTH WERE CONSIDERED H1S PROTEGES AND THEIR DISMISSAL
WIULD BE VIEVED BY THE PUBLIC AS A DIRECY SLAP AT TALHUNI. i
TALHUN] CONSENTED TO THEIR REMOVAL ONLY IF IT WERE BALANCED

. BY THE REMOVAL OF MINISTERS [DENTIFIED WITH THE KING. THE
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MOST LOGICAL CANDIDATE IN_TNIS CAILGORY waS KINISIER OF
EConomy uan”ﬁazusx.‘ ILL HeALTH, THE ACCUNLLATION, OF'
CORRUPTION RUMORS AFTER ALMOST FIVE CONSECUTIVE YEARS :
IN THE CABINET, AND RECENT STORIES OF A MARITAL SCANDAL

* COMBINED TO TIP THE SCALE AGAINST ZUBI, AND THE KING

" CONSENTED TO WATIM ZUBI'S DISMISSAL FOR AL-FAYIZ'S. .
A SIMILAR DEAL FOR JAYUSI®S REMOVAL DID WCT DEVELDP, §0
HE SURVIVED THE SHUFFLE.

3. O A SECONDARY LEVEL HUSAYN MAD HIS WAY I8 ™
olsmstJ MINRISTER OF STATE FOR PRIME KINISTRY AFFAIRS
:g, MIN1STep, OF m:vs:oms.st AND P;ccnsmwcrm- Haz _:3: ,

USAYBIN ABD MINISTER OF TRANSPORT_JRJN flillSAXN), BOTH
{ COMSIDERED VACILLATING PALESTINIAi:, [0 WwEAK FOR THE
PRESSURES OF THE TIMES, TAUANI ;RIED TO INCLUDE ANOTMHER
PROTEGE, M‘i\zag Lawcl, IN THE NE\ CAGIMET. T THE KING
SUCCESSFULLY COUNTERED WITH BULA ALY RAGHIE, A A
‘COIQRVATIVE WEST BANKER MORE fx'.muso é EX-PRIME MINISTER

!
!
; VASFI TAL THAN ANYOME ELSE. WUcry onanASl, A SAPE
]

L RPN

NON-CONTROVERSIAL CONSERVATIVE, WAS EQUALLY ACCEPTABLE 10
THE XING AND TALHUNI AS ZUBI'S REPLACEMENT I¥ ‘THE WINISTRY
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OF ECONONY. THL ACSIGNKENT OF KUNAKMAL wilo Al -m.ist],

“ JIRDAN'S AKCASSALOR TC CAING, 10 THL NINISTRY OF IRFCRKAT 10N
VAS ALSO MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE. THE CNOICE OF ALZARERI WAS
PRONPIED SY TWO FACTORS. THE UAR A8 EXPRESSED DISSATISPACTION

- WITH ML-ANEZRI, WNO HAD BEEN APPOINTED T0 TNE POST AFTER INE

. KNARTOUWN CONFERENCE BICAUSE OF WIS NARD-NEADZD NASOLING OF
UAR REPRESENTATIVES DURING TNOST NEZLTINGS. SUCH TALENTS
* .WERE SOV PROVING COWNTERPRODUCTIVE AND ADVERSELY APFECTING °
‘%S PERFORMANCE IN CAIRO, AT TNE SACE TINE, INE NINISTRY |
OF INFORMATION NAD DEGENWERATED INTO & BUREAUCRATIC WESS AND
WEEDED A TOUSN ADKINISTRATCR TC STRAIGNIES IT CUT.
ADNINISTRATION AND NANAGERENT AR AL-WERI'S  STRONG SUITE,
$0 RIS APPOINTHENT SOLVAD BOTH THE CAIKC PROBLEN AND TNE

.:yumm oF InrFofnATION PROBLEN WITH ONE SYROKL. AL-ANERI'S

_. PAST COMNUNIST ASSOCIATIONS NAVE CAUSED-SONC 20 GUESTION .

. WIS LOVATIES, BUT WIS RECENT EXENPLARY PERFORMANCES AND ’

*  SENAVIOR AS ANGASSADOR, FORLIGN WINISTER, ASD EDUCATION '
WINISTER MAVE SUPPRESSED SUCH DOWSTS AND GIVES NIM TME i
SSNEFST OF THEN WNEN VEIGUED AGAINST NIS RECONIZED ‘}

©  EXECUTIVE ABILITY.
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A TALHINI HAS HAD THE AGIFL UUY FOk LIKECTGR OF
PUBLIC SECURITY MAJOR GENcRAL hA'H AZU Awa: FOR" SOKE
TINE. TALHUNI HAS OPPDSED ASU NU¥AR'S IRJLPLADENGE In
DEALING WITH THE FEDAYLIN, BUI, SORE INPORTANT, HE HAD
EARMARKED THE JOB FOR HIS OLD CRONY, EX-PUBLIC SECURITY ,
DIRECTOR AND PRESENT GOVERWOR C7 ANNAW, HIKHAT IHYAR,
IHE KING HAS BEEW UNHAPPY VITH ABU BUWAR'S INDECISION
AND LACK OF EXECUTIVE ABILITY, S0 THERE VAS NO DIFFEREWCE
VITH TALNUNI OVER ABU WUVAR'S RENOVAL, ONLY OVER A
SUITABLE REPLACEMENT. IM THis THE KING ¥ON BY ASSIGNING : ,
' FORNER DIRECTAD ¥ SEAESAL IMTELLIGENCE, MAJOR GEWERAL '
" UMAMAD RABIL KAYLANI, A LONG-TIKE HOYAL PROTLGE AWD A
DISTINCT WON-FAVORITL OF TALHUNI. TALHUNI LOST BECAUSE
HE COULD NOT DENY THAT KAYLANI ¥iS MORE GALIFIED THAW
_ ANY OF THE OTHER CAWDIDATES. ACTUALLY, TAE KING NAD BEEN
SEARCHING FOR AW A°PROPRIATE ASSIGiLET FOR KAYLARI TO i )
REWABILITATE HIN AFTER TEN MONTHS OF QUASI-VOLUNTARY
OFFICIAL EXILE AS A RESULT OF A NEAR WERVOUS BREAKDOVN
LAST FESRUMY , AND VAS ABOUT TO ASSIGN HIK AS AN ADVISOR
IN THEPAUCE. TE ALMOST SuaLTAwOus - .ISCOVERY BY THE . : |
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KING ON 25 DECEMEEN OF A COUP PLC Y IHE JAHARIR FAATY
." *AGAINST THE REGIKE, WHICH HAD CONMPLETELY ESCAPEg "D‘ETECTIOO . |
bY THE INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY SERVICES, CONVINCED THE :
KING THAT IMTERNAL SECURITY ORGANS NEELGED IMMEDIATE
STRENGTHENING. THIS, PLUS HIS CONFIDLACE 1N KAYLAMI,
AND ENCOURAGEMENT FROM JECRETARY~GEWERAL OF THE COURT
ZAYD RIFA* ], WHO PREFERRED XAYLANI POSIED T0 THF SECURITY
FORCES RATHER THAN AS A COMPETITOR IN THE “ALALE, PERSUADED !
THE XING TO INSIST ON KAYLANI'S ASSIGWMENT AS PUSLIC
SECURITY CHIEF,

5. 1IN AN EFFORT TO IMPROVE 1HF PALACE IMAGE, THE KING

4B N o AIREOOIPIV PN, - S &
LY .

HAS ALSO QUIETLY TRAMSSERRED, WITHCLT REPLACEMENTS, THREE l}
PALACE AIDES: ig__ugl._gu. SHARIF_7aYv p15’hysave, awp ’
’
* .SMARIF BHAZI. ALL HAVE PLAY-BGY REPUTATIONS. 3RE SOCIAL }
me———— <ot -

" COMPAN ONS OF THE KING, AND TH. LATTER TVO AFE RELATED
KASHINITES. THE TRANSFERS VERE AIMED IN PART AT COUNTERING
GROVING LOCAL CRITICISM OF THE "YOUNG KIDS® WITN WHOW THE: .-
KING HAS SURROUNDED HINSELF FOR ADVICE.
6. THE KING MADE A SPECIAL EFFORT THIS TINE TO
. . *MAINTAIN HIS PERSONAL RELATIONS AND “TAKE CARE OF" THE
" wo roreron Dissen
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DISWISSED OFFICIALS. THIS HAS NUT BEEN 1K be5i FA:FERN,
WHICH FREQUENTLY RESULTED IN UWNECESSARY HUKi_IATICM AND
_ NARD FEELINGS, AS SOMETHING OF A WOVELTY THE XING' RECEIVED '
y  ALL OF THE EXITING MINISTERS, THAWKED THEM FOR THEIR '
= SERVICES, PROMISED TO CALL ON THEIR TALEWTS I¥ THE FUTURE,
“"AND ORDERED ANY PERSOMAL ASSISTANCE THEY REC.IRED.
uolvmuau.v. THE KING OFFERED NUSAYBIN TWE AMBASSADORSHIP
18 CAIRO, AT womsn T ANBASSAORSHIP 1N EONE, M.Eg_u_y_uﬂ )

fo“"“

o @ s ae ——

- $HE AMBASSADORSHIP IN LONDON. nx%m JURA, ,{ﬂt PRESENT
JORDANIAN ANBASSADOR IN LONDON, WILL PROBABLY Z& PUSTED~
: fg_'_O_f”_W. nnuaci- SHUBTLAL, PRESENT AMBASSADOR TO EOWN,
" MAY BE RETIRED.
7. FIELD DISSEM:t STATE ARMY CINCMEAFSA CINCUSNAVEUR
CINCSOUTH COMSIXTHFLT. (ALSO sanrf:_ J
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